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Andaman Islanders that the natives cannot make themselves
understood by each other ; and the Little Andaman Islanders,
and that portion of them which has settled at the southern
end of the Great Andaman, have wisely maintained a settled
policy of hostility to Europeans and their ways.
The penal settlement at Port Blair has enabled British
officers to observe the natives of the Great Andaman, and
two of them, Mr. E. H. Man and Mr. M. V. Portman, have
used their opportunities to good purpose. The very valuable
observations of Mr. Man on the manners and customs of
the people have hitherto been our principal source of informa-
tion on the subject; to them must now be added, as worthy
to rank with them, the book by Mr. A. R. Brown under
review. His work serves to complete and, to some extent, to
correct the works of his predecessors, his criticisms of whom
are always courteous, never carping or censorious. Through-
out he is most careful to define precisely the sources of his
information, always warning his readers when these sources
were doubtful, defective, or inconsistent. He never attempts
to weave a number of contradictory native reports into a
single consistent and readable narrative ; he simply sets such
reports side by side in their bald opposition, though he is
often able to suggest probable explanations of their real or
apparent discrepancies. In a word, his procedure from first
to last is strictly scientific. He makes no concession to mere
popularity, beyond writing in a clear and simple style which
anybody can understand. In particular, he is commendably
free from the use of a technical jargon, which imposes on
the simple without enlightening the wise. Unfortunately his
researches were confined almost entirely to the tribes of the
Great Andaman. He spent nearly three months encamped
with the less known, wilder, and therefore scientifically more
interesting natives of the Little Andaman ; but the difficulty
of their language, which is but little related to that of the.
Great Andaman tribes, proved an insuperable obstacle to
the prosecution of inquiries among them.
Nevertheless, from the tribes of the Great Andaman,
particularly from those of the North Andaman, among whom
Mr. Man had not worked, Mr. Brown succeeded in eliciting
a large body of new and interesting facts, many of which he